
Dear Senator Kushner, Representative Porter and esteemed members of the Labor Committee: 

 

My name is Kate Conetta, and I am from Danbury. I’m writing today in support of HB 5248, An 

Act Concerning Collateral Consequences of Criminal Convictions on Occupational Licensing. 

 

I am one of the 75% of CT residents who agrees that formerly incarcerated individuals should 

not be discriminated against when it comes to employment because of their criminal record.  

 

Our goal when folks who have gone to prison re-enter society should be to support their process 

of becoming stable and productive citizens again. Unfortunately, there are over 500 legal 

barriers in place which make it difficult for them to reintegrate and to support themselves and 

their families. 

 

I support this and other legislation which rightly identifies the disproportionate impact of 

incarceration on black and brown people, and seeks to find ways to lessen that burden once folks 

are released. This bill in particular, which could end CT’s practice of prohibiting formerly 

incarcerated people from obtaining professional licenses, would actually be accomplishing a 

much more important function: creating another potential pathway to productive citizenship 

and reducing recidivism. 

 

Please vote in favor of HB 5248 and help formerly incarcerated folks gain access to greater 

opportunities for success and independence. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Kate Conetta 

Danbury, CT 

 

 

 

 


